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| WARNING 
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As are concerned in Commerce and Trading, 

who go under the Profeffion of TzxuTH, 
_ to keep within the Bounds thereof, in 
| ' * Righteouſneſs, Juſtice and - Honeſty to- IF 
- wardsall Men, 6 i 


WKAN-Y Days and Months, yea, ſome 
* Years, hath my Life been oppreſfied, 
and my Spirit grieved,. to ſee and hear 
" R of the uneven Walking of many, who 
have a Name to live, and profeſs the Knowledge 
of Gov in Words; yea, and alſo of ſome who 
; have taſted of the good Wordof Gon, and have 3 
been made Partakers of the Power of the World 3» 
to come, and. have received the heavenly Gift E 
and Grace of Gop, which teacheth all (who waik 
in it) to deny all Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts,. 
and to live foberly, honeſtly and righteouſly in this © 4 
preſent World, whoſe Faithfulneſs (with great i 
Reaſon) hath been expected to Gop in, Things Sn 
of the higheſt Concern, and to have walked as + 
Lights in the Werld, pad in all Faithfulneſs bom : 
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to Gop and Man, to have {tood as living Monu- 
tnents of the Mercies of the Lonp, fetring their 
Lights fo ſhine before Men, that they might fee 
their good Works, both in ſpiritual and temporal 
Congergs ; and fo might have honoured and-glo- 
rifged Go in their Day and Generation, and have 
conviaced {or confounded) Gain-iayers, putting 
to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men, whereby 

the-worthy.Name of .the Lazp, (by which/chey 
have been called) might have been renowned 
through the-Earth, [2ndhis precious Truth and 
Glory ſpread to the Ends of it, that many, thro' 
the. beholding: their good and exemplary Con- 
verlation in Chrif, (coupled with the holy Fear 
of Gop) might have deſired to lay hold of the 
Skirt of a Chriftian indeed, oboſe Fes 75 not of 

-Aten, - but of 1356p... ; 


Theſe are the Fruits which we have labonred 
and travelled for through many and great Tribu- . 
ations, that many night be turned to Righteouſneſs, 

'and that the Knowledge of the Power -and Glory of 
the LoRp might cover the Earth, even as the Wa- 
ters do the Sea. This was (and is) our only End 
_ *and Deſign, (which, bleſſed be the Loxp, many 

are Witneſſes of, and eſtabliſhed in, to our abun- 
.dant Joy *and Comfort: But there are ſome -a- 
'mongſt us who have not walked humbly with 
"the Loxp, as he hath required, nor kept in that 
iow Eſtate neither inwardly-nor outwardly, which 
*becometh fuch'who are travelling up to Zr, 
with their Faces thitherward, but have launched 
from thar Rock, which is femand ſaere,*ynto the 
oreat Sea of Troubles and Uncertainty, where 
fome have been drowned, others hardly eſcaping, 

and many yet labouring for the Shore, with little 

Hopes 


[3] 


Hopes of coming at it; who have not only 
brought themſelves in Danger of ſuffering Ship- 
wreck, but have drawn in ethers, and have. 1- 
dangered them alſo, which hath opened the 
Mouths of the Enemies of $:0n's Welfare, to 
blaſfpheme his great- and glorious Name, and 
hath eclipſed the Luſtre of the glorious Sun of 
Righteouſneſs both in City and in Country : 
This is acrying Evil, and ought not to go unre- 
proved, and that with a ſevere Countenance, for 
Gov is angry with it, and wilt afluredly puniſh tt. 


Many have got Credit upon the Account-of 
Trurn, becaule at the. Beginning it did,-.and 
doth fhIll lead all who were and are faithful to ir; 
to Faithfulnefs and Trutheven in the unrighteous 
Mammon, and to let their Yea be Yea; and their 
Nay be Nay, even between:Man'and Manin out- 
ward Things; . fo that many would have credited 
. one thatwas called a Zyaker with much, and many 
I believe, did meerly upon that Account, fome 
whereof, 1 doubt, have juft "Cauſe to repent of 
it already: But if Truth and/Righteouſneſs had 
been lived in by all who profeſs it, there had been 
no ſuch Occaſion given; for they who ſtill retain 
their Integrity to the Truth andLifeot Righteout- 
neſs manifeſted, 'can live-with a Cup of Water, 
and a Morſel of Bread im a Cottage, before they 
can hazard other Mens Eſtates to advance their 
own; fuch are not forward to borrow, 'nor to 
complain for:Want, for their Eye and Frulſt 3s 
to the Logp their Preferver and Upholder, and 
he hath&onrtinued the little Meal in the Barre}, 
and the Oil in the Cruſe hath not failed to tuch, 
*till Gop kath ſent further Help ; this is certainly 
known to a Remnant at this Day, who have 
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coveted no Mon's Sitver, Gold or Apparel, but have 
and do labeur with their Hands Night and Day, 
that the Goſpel may be without Charge. 


It is fo far below the Nobility of Chriſtianity, 
that it is ſhort of common Civility and honeſt 
Society amongit Men, to twiſt into Mens E1- 
tates, and borrow upon the TrxuTH's Credit, 
(gained by the juſt and upright Dealing of the 
Faithful) more . than they certainly know their 
own Eſtates are like to anſwer; and with what 
they borrow reach after great Things in the 
World, appearing to Men to be what in the 
Sight of Gov and Truth they are not, ſeeking to 
compals great Gain to themſelves, whereby to 
make themſelves or Children rich or oreat in the 
World: This I teſtify for the Loxp Gop is De- 
ceit and Hypocriſy, and will be blaſted with the 
Breath of his Mouth, and we have ſeen it blaſted 
already. 


And that Eſtate Py is got either with the 
rending, or with the Hazard of rending another 
Man's, is neither honeſtly got, nor can be bleſſ- 
ed in the Poſſeſſion ; for he that borrdws Money 
of another, if the Money lent be either; ly 
der's proper Eftate, or Part of it, 
Money that he is intruſted witha 
or ſome ſuch, who would not let 
certain good Security, and to have Wer 
Conſideration of its Improvement ; andthe 
rower, though he hath little or no real or Sl 
nal Eſtate of his own, but hath got ſome Credit, 
eitheras he is a Profeſſor of the*T'RxuTH or other- 
wiſe, and hath (it may be) a little Houſe, - and a 
ſmall Trade, it may be enough to a low and con- 
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rentented Mind ; but then the Enemy gets in, 
and works in his Mind, and he begins to think 
of an higher Trade, and a finer Houſe, and to 
live more at Eaſe and Pleaiuren the Worid, 
and then contrives how he may borrow of this 
and the other, and when accompliſhed according 
to his Deſire, then he begins to undertake great 
Things, and gets into a fine Houſe, and gathers 
rich Fyrniture and Goods together, launching 
preſently into the ſtrong Torrent of a great Trade, 
and then makes a great Shew beyond whar 
really he is, which 1s Diſhoneſty ; and if he ac- 
compliſhes his intended Purpoſe, to raiſe himfelf 
in the World, it is with the Hazard (at leaſt) of 
other Mens Ruin, which is unjuſt : But if he 
falls ſhort of his Expectation, (as commonly ſuch 
do) then he doth not only ruin others, but .him- 
ſelf alſo, .and brings a great Reproach upon the 
bleſſed TrxuTH he profeſſeth, which 1s worſe than 


| all; and this hath already been manifeſted in a 


great Meaſure, and by ſad Experience witneſſed. 
But the honeſt upright Heart and Mind knows 
how to want, as well as how to abound, havin 
learned Content in all States and Conditions; a 
ſmall. Cottage and a little Trade is ſufficient to 
that Mind, and it never wants what 1s ſufficient : 
For he that cloaths the Lillies, and feeds the Ravens, 
cares for all who truſt in him, as 1t is at this Day 
witneſſed, Praiſes to Gop on high; and that Man 
hath no Glory in (nor Mind out after} ſuperfluous 
or needleſs rich Hangings, coſtly Furniture, fine Ta- 
bles, great Treats, curious Beds, [eſſels of Silver, or 
Veſſels of Gold, the very Poſſeljion of which creates 
Envy, as ſaith the ancient Chri/ii”n, Clement A- 
Iexondarinus, Padag. ib. 2. Cop. 3. Pag. 160, 61. 
, The 
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- The Way to be rich and hap appy in this World, 
is firſt to learn Righteouſneſs 

never forſaken in any Age, nor their Seed beg- 
ing Bread. And charge all Parents of Children, 
that they keep their Children low and-plain in 
Meat, Drink, Apparel, and every Thing elſe, 
and in due Subje&tion to al} and rexlonabic 
Commands, and let them not appear above the 


real Eftates-of their Parents, nor get up in Pride - 


and high Things, though their Parents have 
plentiful Eſtates, for that is of dangerous Con- 
tequence to their future Happineſs: -And let all 
who profeſs the TxuTn, bo both Young and Old, 

Rich and Poor, ſee that they walk according to 
the Rule and Diſcipline of - the Goſpel, in all 
'Godly Converſation and Honeſty, that rione may 
ſuffer Wrong by them in any Matter or Thing 


whatever; that, as the Apoſtle exhorted, they 


may owe nothing to any Man, but love one another; 


for Love out of a pure Heart is the fulfilling of the 


Law, which Law commands to do juſtly to all 
Men. And he that hath bur little, let him live 
. according to that little, and appear to be what in 

Truth he is; for above all Gop abhors the Hy- 
pocrite; and he that makes Haſte to be rich falls 
into * Snares, Temptations, and many noiſom and 
bartful Lufts, which drown many in Perdition.; 
And the Love of Money is the Root of all Evil, 


. which, while ſome dove Infted after, they have : 


erred from the Faith, and pierced themſelves thro 
/ with many Sorrows. 


For preventing this growing . Evil-for the 
Time to come, let ſuch by faithful Friends be 
exhorted, who either live without due. Care, 
ſpending above what they are able to pay for, or 

run 
® 43 Tim, v1. 9, 10, 


for fuch were 
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run into great Trades, oeyond what they'can in 
Honeſty and Truth manage; and let them be 
tenderly admoniſhed of ſuch their Undertakings: 
This will not offend the lowly upright Mind; 
neither will the Honeſt-minded, who through a 
Temptation may be drawn into ſuch a Snare and 

, take any Occaſion to ſtumble,. becauſe 
his Deeds, are brought to Light. And if after 
mature Deliberation, any are manifeſted tro be 
run into any Danger of falling, or pulling others 
down with them, let them be faithtully dealt 
withal in Time, before Hope of Recovery be 
loſt, by honeſt faithful Friends, who are clear 
of ſuch Things themſelves, and be admoni 


to pay what they have borrowed faithfully, and 


in due Time, and be content with their own, 
and to labour with their own Hands in the Thing 


[that is honeſt, that they may have wherewith to 


give to him that needeth, knowing that f zt #5 


. more bleſſed to. give than to receive. And it they 


hear, and are thereby recovered, you will not 
count your Labour loſt; but if they be high, 


and refuſe Admonition, it is a maniteſt Sign all 


is not well:. Let ſuch be admoniſhed again by 
more. Friends and warned of the Danger before 
them; and if they ſtill refuſe and reje&t Counſel! 
andAdmonition, then lay it before the Meeting 


' (concerned about Txurn's Afﬀairs) to which they 


do belong, and if they refuſe to hear them, then 
let a Teſtimony go forth againſt ſuch their Pro- 
ceedings and Undertakings, as not being agreeable 
to the TruTH, nor the Teſtimony of a good Conſci- 
ence, neither in the Sight of Gop nor Man: This 
will, be a Terror to evil Doers of this Kind, and 
a Praiſe, Encouragement and Refreſhment to 
them who do well, and nothing will be loſt thar 


1$ 


| Ats xx, 35. 


Truth, whether in ſpiritual or temporal Matters, 
wil willingly bring -his Deeds to Light, that 
they may be manifeſted to all, that they arc 
wrought in Gop.. 


Theſe Things lay weightily upon me, and I 


may truly fay,: tn the Sight of Gop, [writ them 


in a great Croſs to my own Will; for 1 delight 
not, nay, my Soul ts bowed down at the Occa- 
Hon of writing ſuch Things; but there is no Re- 
'"medy, the Name of the Loxp has been, and is 
likely to be greatly diſhonoured, if Things of this 
Nature be not ſtopped, or prevented for Time to 
come: Therefore I beſeech you all, who have 
the Weight and Senſe of theſe Things upon you, 
ler ſome ſpeedy and effectual Courſe be taken to 
prevent what poſſibly we may, both in this and 
all other Things, that may any Way-cloud the 
Glory of that Sun- which is - riſen amongſt us. 
-And make this publick, and fend it abroad to 
be read in true Fear and Reverence, and let all 
concerned be faithfully and plainly warned, 
(without Reſpect of Perſons) by faithfulFriends, 
who have the Care of Gop's Glory, and his 
Churches Peace and Profperity upon ther: So 
will the Majeſty and Glory of Gop ſhine upon 
your Heads, and you ſhall be a good Savour of 
Life, both in them thar are ſaved; and: in them 
that are loſt. OY 


Written by one who longs to ſee Righteouſneſs 
| * exalted, and all Deceit confounded, 
6 of whe Eran AMBROSE RIGGE. 


* © Month, 2679. 
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is worth faving by this Care; for he that doth I 


